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In late November, US Congressional negotiators and US President George W. Bush's administration
reached an agreement to allow Mexican trucks to travel farther into US territory, effective Jan.
1, 2002. Mexican cargo vehicles at present are only allowed to travel 32 km [20 miles] into the US
from the US-Mexico border, even though the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
had stipulated full access for the Mexican trucking industry by 2000. Former President Bill Clinton
retained the embargo on Mexican trucks, citing safety concerns (see SourceMex, 1994-02-23,
1996-01-17).
The US prohibition against Mexican trucks created strong tensions between the two countries and
led the Mexican government to request a NAFTA dispute-resolution panel in 1998 (see Sourcemex,
1998-09-23). The panel ruled in favor of the Mexican position (see SourceMex, 2000-12-16).
In February of this year, the newly installed Bush administration announced it would comply with
the panel's ruling, promising access for Mexican trucks as long as they complied with strict safety
guidelines (see SourceMex, 2001- 02-14, 2001-05-09).
The administration's efforts, however, met strong resistance in the US Congress. Earlier this year,
the House passed a measure banning access to Mexican trucks, while the Senate approved an
initiative with very tight restrictions.
Bush, meanwhile, threatened to veto the US$60 billion transportation bill unless the US Congress
approved some sort of access for Mexican truckers. Faced with the prospect of a Bush veto, Senate
Transportation Committee chair Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA) and Sen. Richard Shelby (R-AL) met
with House counterparts and administration officials to develop a compromise. The compromise
was completed in late November and approved overwhelmingly in both the House and the Senate.
"This is a victory for safety, for trade, and for both our countries," said Murray.
The compromise contained strict restrictions for Mexican truckers, which appeased Rep. Martin
Sabo (D-MN) and other House opponents. "[This agreement] honors my main concern that the
safety of the American traveling public must come first," said Sabo, who had led the effort in
Congress to ban Mexican trucks from US roads. Teamsters union supports compromise More
importantly, the compromise gained the support of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters,
which represents more than 120,000 US truck drivers.
The union apparently decided to support the measure because of the extremely tight regulations
that would be imposed on Mexican drivers and truck companies. "It's a clear victory for highway
safety," Teamsters spokesman Rob Black told reporters.
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Among other things, the compromise legislation would:
*require electronic verification of the license of every Mexican truck driver crossing the border who
is carrying high-risk cargo, and verification of at least half of all other Mexican truckers every time
they cross the border.
*subject Mexican trucking companies to rigorous on-site inspections before their vehicles are
allowed on US highways, and require every Mexican truck to undergo a physical inspection every 90
days to operate in the US.
*allow Mexican trucks to enter the US only at crossings where inspectors are on duty and which
have adequate capacity to conduct safety-enforcement activities.
*require comprehensive safety tests of Mexican trucking companies before they are granted
conditional authority and their trucks allowed into the US. These exams verify that the trucking
firms have a drug- and alcohol-testing program, proof of insurance, and drivers with clean driving
records.
The US legislation technically allows Mexican trucks to transit on US roads, effective Jan. 1, 2002,
if they meet all requirements. But many agree this timetable is unrealistic. "There is no magic
date out there that allows any single truck over the border and beyond the 20-mile zone," said a
spokesperson for Rep. Sabo. "There are a number of provisions that have to be met first." Even with
the stringent requirements, some US critics said some regulations still need to be revised.
"The compromise...fails to remedy the most dangerous aspect of Mexican trucks the fact that
because Mexico has no limit on hours of service, its long-haul truckers often drive as much as
several days straight with little or no sleep," the San Francisco Chronicle said in an editorial.
"Drivers who enter the United States so exhausted will be a menace to public safety even if they
fully obey US hours-of-service rules while north of the border." Mexican trucking industry protests
tight restrictions As expected, the initiative received a mostly negative reaction in Mexico.
The Camara de Autotransporte de Carga (CANACAR), which represents most of Mexico's truck
companies, initially expressed satisfaction that the issue had been resolved, but later criticized its
"discriminatory" nature. "The lack of access to US highways has caused our industry to lose more
than US$40 million," CANACAR president Miguel Gomez Garcia said immediately following the
announcement of the compromise between the Bush administration and the Senate.
But CANACAR, the Confederacion Nacional de Autotransporte de Mexico (CONATRAM),
and other organizations later questioned the inequities in the US law, which will apply tougher
restrictions on Mexican drivers than on US and Canadian counterparts. "The extreme US security
measures ensure that 99% of our trucks will not be able to cross the border," said CONATRAM
president Elias Dip. Miguel Angel Bris, director of the Asociacion Mexicana de Transportistas
(AMT), which represents a smaller number of Mexican truck companies, said Mexican drivers
would face other disadvantages such as higher maintenance costs for an aging fleet. "We are aware
that not all the companies and the units will meet the US requirements," said Bris. "Because of this,
Mexican companies will use their best units to transport goods into the US."
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The Fox administration said the complaints of the Mexican trucking industry are justified, and it
promised to consider similar restrictions on US truck drivers transiting in Mexico. "We are going to
seek reciprocity," said Economy Secretary Luis Ernesto Derbez. "If the desire is to create inequity,
then there will be inequity for both countries." (Sources: Notimex, 11/27/01; The Dallas Morning
News, 11/28/01, 11/29/01; Los Angeles Times, The Washington Post, 11/29/01; El Universal, 11/14/01,
11/29/01, 11/30/01; Reforma, 11/29/01, 11/30/01; The News, 11/30/01; Reuters, 11/30/01, 12/04/01;
Associated Press, 11/12/01, 11/28/01, 11/30/01, 12/04/01; The San Francisco Chronicle, 12/04/01;
La Cronica de Hoy, La Jornada, 11/08/01, 12/05/01; Milenio Diario, Novedades, 11/29/01, 11/30/01,
12/05/01)
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